
Can you cast the first stone?
Welcome to Poverty & Homelessness Action Week 2013. Here’s how you 
or your church can be part of this major nationwide event:

Plan and run a church service on Homelessness Sunday (27 January 2013) or 
Poverty Action Sunday (3 February 2013). Use our prayers, preaching notes and other 
ideas in whatever way best suits your style of worship. Some materials are written 
specifically for one Sunday; others can be used at any time. You can use the template 
posters at the end of the pack to tell everyone what you are planning.

Use our DVD or other materials as part of worship to tell a story about the work of Church 
Action on Poverty, Housing Justice and/or Scottish Churches Housing Action (see page 3).

Give out prayer cards to the congregation, and encourage them to follow our online 
prayer calendar through Action Week (use the form at the back of the pack to order cards).

Raise funds for our work by taking a collection or running a ‘Cup of Tea’ appeal (see 
page 16). There are forms at the end of the pack which you can use to allow people 
to Gift Aid their donations, and to return the money to us.
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Jesus said,  
“Let anyone 
of you who is 
without sin be 
the first to cast 
a stone at her.”  
(John 8:7)
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Introduction: Can you cast the first stone?
John Battle (former MP and founding director of Church Action on 
Poverty) shares his thoughts on our theme for 2013.

Our culture fosters quick condemnation and instant judgements of others. It is easy 
to fall into blaming the poor in our society, holding them responsible for their own 
circumstances – in spite of a clear lack of employment and vocational opportunities, 
or debilitating mental and physical disabilities. Too readily the poor, struggling on low 
incomes, coping with disability or finding it hard to make financial ends meet, are 
perceived as ‘feckless’, and the disabled are increasingly abused in public as ‘scroungers’.

At a training session I attended to work with ex-offenders, participants were given a 
checklist test of crimes. Most – including me – found themselves ticking off more offences 
they had personally committed in their own lifetimes than had been committed by those 
they were about to work with on release from prison. That shocking revelation suggests 
we should resist being quick to condemn and misjudge others, by reflecting on our own 
potential (and actual) behaviour. 

In her book ‘Wickedness’, Mary Midgely says, “We try to avoid ‘owning’ our own bad 
motives, not just from vanity (though this is important) but because we feel that to 
own or acknowledge is to accept ... Our official idea of ourselves has no room for it.” 
Self-deception arises “because we see motives which are in fact our own, as alien to us 
and refuse to acknowledge them”. Instead we invent stories in which the wickedness is 
embodied in another.  

Rather than wasting time rushing to prejudge others, perhaps we should devote our 
energies to tackling the structural roots of our society’s 
economic and social problems, recognising that 
we are probably also part of the problem, but 
remembering  from that encouraging gospel 
account of the crucifixion, that Jesus on the 
cross forgave both the thieves hanging 
alongside him.

You	can	read	more	reflections	on	our	
theme	by	following	our	online	prayer	
calendar	through	Action	Week	–	sign	up	at	
www.actionweek.org.uk
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The voice of experience:  
using stories in your worship

We want to challenge the culture of blame around poverty and 
homelessness, and the best way of doing that is to help congregations 
to hear the real stories of people’s lives. We also want to celebrate the 
amazing transformations that are possible when people get the power 
to change their situations. Here are our guidelines for doing that in your 
worship service on Homelessness Sunday or Poverty Action Sunday.

The Action Week partners have prepared a series of video clips which illustrate the ways 
in which our culture blames people for their poverty or homelessness – and which also 
celebrate the work we are doing to help people overcome that stigma. If you can, please  
play one of the clips from the Action Week DVD during your service:

Closing the Price Gap – a story of how Church Action on Poverty worked with 
indebted people to directly challenge the high-cost lending company that was 
exploiting them

Night shelters – a story from the network of night shelters supported by Housing 
Justice, showing the difference they make for people who are excluded and forgotten

A Fair Voice – a story of how Church Action on Poverty’s training programmes help 
disadvantaged people to become leaders and renew their communities

Befriending – a story of how Scottish Churches Housing Action’s Julius Project 
supports people who are excluded and stigmatised by homelessness

Some of the prayers and other resources in this pack are written in response to these 
stories, to help you embed them in your worship service.

If you are using Poverty & Homelessness Action Week to support a local project in addition 
to the national partners (see page 16), you could also invite them to send a speaker and tell 
the congregation about their work. We encourage you to focus on our theme – exploring 
how people are blamed and stigmatised for their situation, and how the project works 
to overcome that. If you choose to invite somebody to speak about their own experience 
of poverty or homelessness, be aware that this can be very difficult for the speaker. The 
Action Week partners can provide resources and advice to help you do this sensitively and 
support them appropriately - contact us using the details on page 18.









Video clips are a great way of  
helping congregations 
understand the reality of 
poverty and homelessness
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Prayers
Here is a selection of prayers you can choose from to use in your service.

The 2013 Action Week prayer

Bankers’ greed...
Government cuts...
The rising welfare bill...
People in poverty...
People without a home...
People who are sick and disabled...
Forgive us for pointing the finger of accusation 
and casting the stones of blame.
With justice and compassion
May we work together to draw the line.

Jesus writes in the sand
holding back the stones 
of our culture of blame

Jesus writes in the sand
giving space for forgiveness
and a chance to move on

Jesus writes in the sand
marking a welcome to all 
the hope of  transformation
for me... 
and for you
©	Clare	McBeath,	2012.	Used	by	kind	permission.

Casting stones: some prayers in response to our scripture text for 2013

A prayer
Jesus, when the religious leaders asked you
if you would punish a woman who had 

done wrong
you said nothing.
You knew nothing about her life
so you said nothing to condemn her.

Jesus , 
when we are asked to condemn others
whose lives we know nothing about,
help us to say nothing.

Help us instead to find out what keeps 
people in poverty

and destroys communities,
and only then to say something
and do something-
something that is helpful and loving and just.
©	Ruth	Burgess,	2012.	Used	by	kind	permission.

Stones
Stones can be thrown to hurt and harm.

Stones can be used to mend and build.

God our Maker,
help us to use stones wisely
and creatively
and lovingly.

Help us today
and tomorrow
to build your community
on earth. 
©	Ruth	Burgess,	2012.	Used	by	kind	permission.

We have prayer cards 
which feature this prayer, 
and prayer points for each 
day of Action Week. Why 
not distribute them to your 
congregation? 

You can order a supply 
using the form at the back 
of this pack.
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Not casting the first stone – the mental game
I’ve never thrown a stone at anyone - I’m rubbish at throwing anyway. I’ve never taken 
part in a stoning ritual – not even in a role play or a computer game. I’m not a media 
pundit so I’ve haven’t written feature articles criticising benefit claimants or blaming the 
unemployed for their lack of work or the evicted for the bad financial judgements that 
led to their rent arrears. 

But while I haven’t carried out the physical acts of stoning or public blaming I have 
committed the equivalent in my head. Silent, mental condemnation comes easily to 
me. When I am judging, like the praying Pharisee, that my sins are less in comparison 
to the addict’s crimes, or disapproving of the mother feeding her children junk food, or 
avoiding the gaze of the rough sleeper who has found it impossible to keep clean.

 At all these times I have thrown the first stone. 

And when I don’t raise my voice in protest at the blame; when I don’t make space for 
the real stories of people falling into debt because their wages are too low, becoming 
homeless after a childhood of abuse and neglect, failing to keep a job because they are 
struggling to overcome mental distress, when I don’t share my own story of existing on 
benefits and going without to make ends meet. 

At all these times I have thrown the first stone.

So forgive me, Father, for the stones I have cast and the blame I have thrown. 

Grant me the understanding to empathise and the courage to speak out.

Help me to play a part in bringing this blame game to a close.

Amen
©	Alison	Gelder,	2012.	Used	by	kind	permission.
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Prayers of intercession for Homelessness Sunday (27 January 2013)

The night winter shelter
This	poem	is	an	ideal	response	to	the	story	of	Housing	Justice’s	work	with	church	night	shelters.	We	
encourage	you	to	share	that	story	during	your	service		–	see	page	3.

They walk along the lonely street
Every now and then stop to rest their feet
Hair all matted and fingernails black
And carrying their life upon their back
That shop doorway looks good or that 

sheltered bench
To get out of the rain before they get 

drenched
God love them, these people have 

nowhere to go
Hoping for help but no-one wants to 

know
Poor rejects of life’s rich tapestry
Walk through life without hope, wearily
What is the purpose, where will it end
No home, no job, no family or friend
Some of them beg for hot food and tea
Others will beg for beer or whiskey
A few of them won’t ‘cos they have too 

much pride
And suffer in silence by the roadside
They were in a dark tunnel, at the end was 

a light
It wasn’t easy to see ‘cos it wasn’t that 

bright
But as they drew nearer the light became 

clearer

The illumination was a place to stay for the 
night

Greeted with a smile and a hot cup of tea
Friendly people said, “Come with me”
And led them to a place that they could 

rest
Just like a bird keeping young warm in a 

nest
Even though it seemed strange it was plain 

to see
This was a place filled with harmony
Generous, caring, considerate and kind
A place they could leave their horrid day 

behind
And when they finally rest their head
A chance of comfort on an unconcrete 

bed
Given time to reflect on the next coming 

day
Secure in the knowledge they’ll have 

somewhere to stay
So thank you, Night Shelter, for the service 

you run
Helping the homeless, all the good you 

have done
Your pure human kindness is a joy to 

behold
For taking less fortunates in from the cold
©	James	Lamb,	2011.	Used	by	kind	permission.



8
© Poverty & Homelessness Action Week  
Pray, act and give at www.actionweek.org.uk/html/calendar

Prayer for people who are homeless or in housing need

Father God, whose home has many mansions, we raise up to you all who have no 
home to call their own. Help them to find the strength, resilience and resources they 
need to meet the challenges of each day. May they find shelter, warmth and hospitality 
as they journey through this week.

We pray to the Lord

Lord, hear our prayer
©	Alison	Gelder,	2012.	Used	by	kind	permission.

Prayer for landlords, home-owners  
and all who are securely and comfortably housed

Father God, whose home is a dwelling place secure, enter the hearts and minds of 
all who have no housing worries. Encourage their hospitable instincts, welcome their 
gratitude for their own comfort, and call them to imitate your generosity with the 
resources at their disposal.

We pray to the Lord

Lord, hear our prayer
©	Alison	Gelder,	2012.	Used	by	kind	permission.
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Prayers of intercession for Poverty Action Sunday (3 February 2013)

Father in heaven, we search for the causes of poverty and unfairness in our society, and 
we long for a change of priorities to enable all to share wellbeing and fullness of life. 
Help us, like Jesus, to refuse quick and easy judgements, and give us the discernment of 
your Spirit to know the true sources of injustice and inequality in the world.

We pray for the poorest in our society, those on low wages, those in insecure jobs, those 
who do not have family support around them, those who are unemployed, those who 
are without a secure home, those suffering mental illness, that policies to support them 
may more truly reflect the belief that we are all in this together.

Father, about the poor and about the rich,
Give us a truer judgement.

We give thanks that some of the poorest people in our communities show energy and 
resilience in the face of daily hardship, finding ways to survive and have some fun in spite of 
their situation. Help us to honour their human dignity and follow the example of their courage.

Father, about the poor and about the rich,
Give us a truer judgement.

We pray for those, like Kath in Stockton-on-Tees and Sarah in Salford, who take steps to 
improve life for themselves and those around them, and we are grateful for the modern 
media which can turn a local initiative into a national campaign or policy.

Father, about the poor and about the rich,
Give us a truer judgement.

We give thanks for the work of Church Action on Poverty and all those charities and pressure 
groups which seek to bring a truer picture of poverty to the nation’s awareness. May their 
campaigns take wing into the hearts and minds of many and bring about deep changes.

Father, about the poor and about the rich,
Give us a truer judgement.

We pray for our politicians, both national and local, and for the civil service and private 
concerns which respond to and fulfil their policies, that, before they make their decisions, 
they may be willing to walk, in imagination or in reality, with the most vulnerable and 
afflicted among their fellow-citizens.

Father, about the poor and about the rich,
Give us a truer judgement.

We give thanks for those moments when Jesus challenged the self-righteousness and 
hypocrisy of those who counted themselves the guardians of hierarchy and the arbiters 
of morality in his world. We pray that your church may give her members the power 
and the permission to question national strategies which are wrong and immoral, 
because they hurt the poorest.

Father, about the poor and about the rich,
Give us a truer judgement.

Father in heaven, as we search for the causes of poverty and unfairness, and as we long 
for all to share wellbeing and fullness of life, give us the discernment of your Spirit to 
know the true sources of injustice and inequality in the world. Then, in your mercy, fill us 
with the energy and hope to bring about the change you need to fulfil your kingdom. 

We ask these prayers in the name of Jesus, the Human One, our Teacher and our Lord. 
Amen
©	Revd	Nick	Jowett,	2012.	Used	by	kind	permission.



10
© Poverty & Homelessness Action Week  
Pray, act and give at www.actionweek.org.uk/html/calendar

Drawing in the sand
This	prayer	responds	to	the	story	of	Church	
Action	on	Poverty’s	campaigning	alongside	
people	in	debt.	We	encourage	you	to	share	that	
story	during	your	service		–	see	page	3.

God who draws the line in the sand,
We pray for those on low incomes 
experiencing the stress  

of managing a budget 
where there just isn’t enough  

to make ends meet.

God who draws a line in the sand,
We pray for those who are homeless 
weighed down by memories of the past
and dragged before the stones  

of our criticism.

God who draws a line in the sand
We pray for those who have no choice
but to go to doorstep lenders in times of 

crisis
knowing that getting through today  

stacks up worries for tomorrow.

God who draws a line in the sand
We pray for ourselves that  

we may have courage
to refuse to cast the first stone
and instead to stand in solidarity,  

drawing pictures in the sand.
©	Clare	McBeath,	2012.	Used	by	kind	permission.

Gardening in alleyways
This	prayer	responds	to	a	story	of	Church	Action	
on	Poverty’s	work	to	help	people	participate	in	
their	communities.	We	encourage	you	to	share	
that	story	during	your	service		–	see	page	3.

God who gardens in alleyways
We pray for Sarah and the BCD 

Community Gardens Association
Where together rubbish is cleared  

and seeds sown
Inspiring others to create gardens  

out of alleys, backyards, and doorsteps.

God who gardens in alleyways
We pray for those who set up job centres 

and welcoming drop-ins
And run cafes and gyms and tidy up parks
For those who nurture the value and pride 

in their communities.

God who gardens in alleyways
We pray for ourselves  

that we may see the potential 
of marginalised people and unlikely places 

and in ourselves
to grow gardens, to grow community, to 

grow resilience and pride.
©	Clare	McBeath,	2012.	Used	by	kind	permission.
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Preaching notes
Preaching on the story of the woman caught in adultery:  
The smell of paint

They say that everywhere the Queen goes smells of paint. Maybe that’s why they’re 
always giving her bunches of flowers on her royal visits. To hide the smell.

You can imagine them saying: the Queen’s coming - quick, tidy up, vacuum the carpets, 
cut the grass. And we need a fresh coat of emulsion on the walls and a coat of white 
gloss on the woodwork. Make the place look presentable. After all, we don’t want her 
Majesty to see everything looking a mess, like it usually does.

And then, when the royal visit’s over and the Queen and Prince Philip drive away in their 
Rolls Royce, perhaps they wind the windows down – to get a breath of fresh air.

We don’t actually know whether the Queen is fond of new paint - but when you read 
the Gospel you get the strong impression that Jesus wasn’t keen on any sort of paint. In 
fact, he seems to have been violently allergic to it.

Paint is the stuff you splash around when you’re going to sell a house. It makes it look 
smarter. Paint is what a seller uses to cover up dodgy window frames and patches of 
damp on the walls. Paint has its uses of course, but often it’s used to disguise faults we 
want to hide. Or, sometimes, something much worse. 

Because, when you think about it, paint is the reason Jesus was crucified.

In one of his less polite exchanges with the religious leaders, Jesus told them: you are like 
a tomb. Whitewashed on the outside, so the grave shines in the sun, but inside you are 
rotten and corrupt like a decomposing body. Strong words from someone we think of as 
being meek and mild! Jesus was making enemies.

Then there was the woman taken in adultery. We caught this woman in the very act, 
say the men who drag her before him. It is an offence that merits death, according to 
the law. She has been painted as the guilty party by the men. She is no better than a 
common prostitute. She is not allowed to speak in her own defence. It is assumed she is 
guilty. 

They want to kill her: And how can Jesus not agree? All right, he says, but the one 
among you who is without sin must throw the first stone. No one does. They have used 
her to trap Jesus, but he treats her with respect. Is she guilty of adultery? Who knows? 
Was she a prostitute? Maybe, in the eyes of the law. But why do women get involved 
in prostitution? Sometimes, for people living in extreme poverty, it seems the only way to 
survive. And many of the people Jesus associated with were living in extreme poverty. 
Poverty caused by the rich.

But there’s more to the problem of paint than individual failings. And it was the bigger 
issues Jesus was really interested in. What concerned him was the way the rich and 
powerful used paint. They absolutely loved the stuff.

The first way they used it was on themselves. Dressing in fine robes, living in glittering 
palaces, their colour of choice was gold. And it had to be gloss - of course. Like the 
whitewashed tombs, they covered up their greed and oppression of the poor with the 
glitter of ceremonial and celebrity. Injustice was hidden under the cloak of splendour. 

And we still speak of people being ‘fabulously’ rich today. For people with power you 
can’t have too much gold paint. They are the golden ones. 
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The trouble was that Jesus went round with a blow-lamp. And he started stripping away 
that thick layer of paint. He was interested in what was underneath. A rich young man 
came to him asking for the secret of eternal life. That’s easy, said Jesus. Get rid of the gold 
paint: sell the Ferrari and all the other glittering junk you call wealth, and be a friend of 
the poor. 

But Jesus did something even worse than that in the eyes of the rich and powerful. He 
did the same paint-stripping thing with the poor. Those who were impoverished and 
weak; who were demonised and stigmatised by the rich as publicans and sinners. People 
beneath contempt. Outcasts. Lepers who must be avoided at all costs. 

The poor were painted as subhuman by the rich. They were called scroungers, feral 
youths, cheats, dirty, dissolute, wasters, prostitutes and sinners. The rich poured on the 
paint of scorn and contempt by the bucketful. It didn’t matter if it splashed all over the 
place – they were trying to make sure the poor were unrecognisable as human beings. 
In fact they wanted the poor to drown in the stuff.

And it worked. Up there were the glittering rich. And far below them, out of sight, were 
the dirty, worthless poor. 

But then Jesus showed up. And that’s when the trouble really started. It’s not that Jesus 
didn’t see the paint. He saw it all right. And he knew who’d covered the poor in this stuff. 
But he reached out and embraced the leper. This, he said, is a precious human being 
loved by God. 

He ate meals with prostituted women and homeless men; sharing his fellowship and 
acceptance. He brought them good news. And what is the good news? To get rid of 
the paint. To be affirmed as fully human people of dignity and worth.

But. And it is a very big ‘but’. If the poor were to regain their self-respect and self worth, 
where would this leave the rich? What did it say about the hierarchy of status and 
privilege? What did it say about the oppressive taxation system which bled dry the poor 
and sustained the rich. In fact, sustained the entire Roman Empire? 

Suddenly, Jesus’ dislike of paint is looking very dangerous. And so the rich and powerful 
decide he has to be got rid of. Executed in humiliating nakedness on a cross like a 
common criminal. Paint him out of the picture and throw his body in the pit, they said. 
And they did just that. But then, three days later, it turned out God had other ideas. He 
doesn’t like paint either. 

So, what about us? Perhaps we need to make sure we don’t do a paint job on the poor. 
We need to make sure we don’t paint them as villains and scroungers, because they’re 
not. They’re people like us. People that Jesus loves and respects.

And the other thing we need to guard against is doing a paint job on Jesus himself. We 
need to make sure we don’t paint him in gold, weather-proof gloss and stick him on a 
jewel encrusted cross in a church – or high above us at the right hand of God. 

Safely distanced from us, so that we think we can forget his love for the poor and the 
vulnerable -and his dislike of paint. 

So far away from us that we cannot hear him saying: ‘love your neighbour.’ 

Amen
©	Revd	David	Rhodes,	2012.	Used	by	kind	permission.
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Preaching on Homelessness Sunday (27 January 2013 –  
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Third Sunday after Epiphany)

First reading: Nehemiah 8:2–�, �–6, 8–10 (Roman Catholic); 8:1–3, �–6, 8–10 
(Common Worship & Common Lectionary) – God’s people respond to Ezra’s 
reading of the Law

Psalm: 1�:8–10 (Roman Catholic); 1–6 [7–1�] (Common Worship & Common 
Lectionary) – The heavens declare the glory of God

Second reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12–30 (Roman Catholic); 12-31a (Common 
Worship & Common Lectionary) – Paul describes the church as the body of Christ

Gospel: Luke 1:1–�, �:1�–21 (Roman Catholic); �:1�–21 (Common Worship 
& Common Lectionary) – Jesus announces that he is the fulfilment of Isaiah’s 
prophecy









In Luke � Jesus announces that he is the fulfilment of Isaiah’s ancient prophecy – the 
long-awaited Messiah. His mission is to bring good news to the poor and outcast – the 
stigmatised and blamed. Isaiah’s prophecy (Isaiah 61) deals with the establishment of a 
just society – where we stop throwing stones at each other and work together for the 
common good.

Homelessness shows the need for Jesus’ good news story today. People who are 
homeless are often blamed for their situation. People who have homes may be blind to 
the reality of the lives of others. All of us are in need of healing and liberation.

The church should be fulfilling the prophecy of ‘good news to the poor’. Paul (1 
Corinthians 12) describes the church as the body of Christ. He emphasises that all 
members (each of us) have an essential role to play. And that no member can look 
down on any other member. 

God’s word is meant to lead to action. In Nehemiah the reading of God’s word sparked 
repentance and action. Paul emphasised that each of us has a vital role to play. Let us 
commit ourselves to stopping the blame game and building instead a just society. 

Preaching on Poverty Action Sunday  
(3 February 2013 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany)

First reading: Jeremiah 1:�–10  (Common Worship & Common Lectionary)

Psalm: 71:1–6  (Common Worship & Common Lectionary)

Second reading: 1 Corinthians 13:1–13 (Common Worship & Common 
Lectionary) 

Gospel: Luke �:21–30 (Common Worship & Common Lectionary)









Because the Lectionary runs on a three-year cycle, the resources for Poverty & 
Homelessness Action Week in previous years include notes on these specific readings.

We encourage you, if you can, to base your sermon for Poverty Action Sunday on our 
key text this year, the story of the woman caught in adultery (see page 10). 

If you prefer to preach on the Lectionary readings, you can find helpful notes in our 
archived resources from previous years - see www.actionweek.org.uk/html/history.html
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Responding creatively
Here are some ideas for drama and other creative responses to our 
theme and this year’s Bible story. 

A dramatised reflection

A Jesus, we caught this woman in the act of adultery. 
What shall we do with her?

B Jesus, we caught this man bullying his neighbour. 
What shall we do with him?

C Jesus, this woman was caught living and working in this country illegally. 
What shall we do with her?

C Jesus, this man was caught cheating the benefit system. 
What shall we do with him?

E Jesus, we read in the press about, lazy people, children begging, scroungers, 
asylum-seekers, drinkers, lonely pensioners, suicidal teenagers and people living in 
poverty. 
What shall we do with them?

A Jesus has only one answer 
and you know what it is, 
love them.

B Ask questions 

C  Read reports

D Challenge injustice 

E Share your resources

A Act justly

B Love mercy

C Walk humbly 

D Pray with integrity

E Love God with all your heart and your mind and your strength.

A Love God with your hands and your tears and your joy.

B And love your neighbour

C Always love your neighbour

D As much as you love yourself.

All  Amen
© Ruth Burgess, 2012. Used by kind permission.

Stones

You could give everyone a stone at the beginning of worship. Get them to hold it in their 
hands during the ‘Stones’ prayer (see page �), and then take it home as a reminder of 
their intention to build community.

You could ask children and adults for different ideas of what you could do with a stone. 
Have tiny and huge stones for different ideas.
© Ruth Burgess, 2012. Used by kind permission.
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Activities for children
The first stone: a story

Can you count to 10?  You’ll need to in this story.

1, 2 ...10  then put your finger on your lips and say… Ssssshhhhh

This is a story about Jesus and some church leaders and a woman who was in trouble.

When Jesus lived in Galilee people were always asking him questions. Some people 
asked questions because they wanted to know what Jesus would answer. Some people 
asked questions because they wanted to trick Jesus and get him into trouble.

Jesus was asked questions like:

Should we pay our taxes, Jesus?

Can you make my daughter well Jesus?

What do I have to  do to make God happy Jesus?

Not easy questions –

and Jesus didn’t come up with easy answers!

One day Jesus went into the Temple to teach, and a lot of the Jewish leaders were there 
waiting for him. They had a question ready for Jesus. A question which would get Jesus 
into trouble.

See that woman, Jesus?

said one of them, pointing to a woman standing quietly in the corner.

See that woman, Jesus, she’s done something wrong

and our law says that we should punish her –

that we should kill her.

Should we kill her, Jesus?  What do you think?

There was silence ... a long silence ... a silence you could count slowly to 10 in.

1, 2 ... ... ... Ssssshhhh

What could Jesus say?

If Jesus said that the woman should live, then he would be breaking the law and they 
could get him into trouble.

Jesus didn’t want the woman to die, he wanted to forgive her and help her.

Jesus looked around the men, he’d noticed they all had stones in their hands. They were 
going to kill the woman by throwing stones at her.

The men were all looking at Jesus. What would he say?

But Jesus said nothing, instead he bent down and began to write some words in the 
dust on the ground. They all wondered what he was writing but nobody could see. 

And there was more silence ... another long silence ... a silence you could count slowly to 
10 in.

1, 2 ... ... ... Ssssshhhh
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Then Jesus looked up and he spoke...

He said – Let the person who has never done anything wrong, throw the first stone....

Nobody moved – they were all thinking – all of them at some time in their lives had 
done something wrong ... they knew that.

It was quiet again – more silence –

and Jesus bent down again and went on writing in the dust on the ground.

More silence ... counting silence…

1, 2 ... ... ... Ssssshhhh

and then someone moved.

Jesus looked up...

the oldest man in the group put his stone down on the ground , looked at Jesus, and he 
walked away.

And then someone else did the same ... put his stone down on the ground, looked at 
Jesus and walked away.

And one by one all the men did the same.

Now there were only two people left. 

Jesus and the woman.

Jesus stood up. 

And he asked the woman

Where are all the men who said you’d done wrong and wanted to kill you?

Is there no one left to blame you?

No one, Master, she said.

And Jesus said to her,

I don’t blame you either.

You are free to go on your way.

Go, and don’t do wrong again.

Ivan the not-so-terrible: a story

Ivan was a little bit big for his age. He was a boy with a good, kind nature and he was 
always full of energy.

However, when his family had to move from their old home to a new place he stopped 
smiling so much. He found it hard to make friends in the new school and people were 
unkind. They played tricks on him and managed to get him into trouble with his teacher 
almost every day. 

Because he was big and new and a bit different he seemed to be everyone’s favourite 
person to blame. The slightest noise in class when the teacher’s back was turned seemed 
to always be followed by her calling out “Ivan!”

She didn’t even turn around. Just because he was there, he was to blame.

One day he decided he had gone through enough of this. He packed some things in his 
school bag, added a couple of extra apples too, and when Mum said goodbye to him 
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at the school gates he was ready. She turned away and headed for the station. He kept 
himself well mixed in with the other pupils arriving, then turned and trotted down the 
road in the same direction as his mother.

Someone called to him and he waved saying he had to get something from his mother. 
He would be right back!

But he had no intention of returning.

He walked past the station and into the park. Keeping close to the bushes he passed 
adults who were looking at their dogs or talking to each other. He slipped into the 
shrubs to hide from a policewoman and trotted out of the park and into the little 
alleyway by the rail line.

His plan was to head towards his old school. He would meet an old friend called Jack 
there and ask him if he could stay with him. Jack’s family had a big house with lots of 
rooms. If he could stay there he could go to his old school again and everything would 
be alright again.

At the school his class teacher reported Ivan missing and the deputy head rang Ivan’s 
mother to ask her what was wrong. It was very upsetting for his mother to hear that her 
son was missing. She left work and headed home just in case he was there. Then she 
went to the school.

By the time she got there, the teachers had worked out how Ivan had managed to 
disappear that morning.

Ivan’s mother sat in the head teacher’s room with Ivan’s teacher and other school staff. 
Why would Ivan do this?

“Well,” said his mother, “he used to be so happy at his old school. Here he comes home 
every day crying. His classmates trick him and tease him and he gets the blame for every 
little thing in class.”

This upset his teacher who, changing the subject, asked why they had moved to the 
new school in the first place.

“We had no choice. The government cut our housing benefits so we couldn’t afford to 
live there. Both my husband and I have to travel back every day to our jobs so we are 
away from home for a lot longer, and our new home is not large enough for the family 
but it’s all we can afford. We just struggle to keep things together and our children have 
had to share bedrooms, do without a garden and go to new schools away from their 
friends, family and all of the places they knew so well.”

Everyone was silent in the room.

“Well, when we get Ivan back I will do my best to help him find his feet,” said his teacher. 
“I’m so sorry he has had such a difficult time. I should never have judged him so quickly!”

Just then a telephone rang. The police had just found a little boy called Ivan. He had 
been sitting on a wall crying when they found him. He said that he was lost and had 
nowhere to go. He refused to say where he lived but luckily he was wearing a school 
uniform that one of the police recognised.

Everyone breathed a sigh of relief and looked forward to greeting Ivan on his return. 

“It may not be the school he wanted to go to but I will help him feel more at home, I 
promise,” said the teacher.

And that is exactly what she did.
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Can you cast the first stone? An activity for teens

Part one – What can we learn from Jesus in this story?
What does Jesus want us to learn from the story in John 8: 1–11? Read the passage 
together and check out the previous chapter for context.

Jesus is doing a number of things in this story, but one important lesson he is teaching is 
how we must approach similar challenges in our lives. 

When someone presents us with an open-and-shut case and invites us to join in the 
condemnations, what should we do? Are we even aware that such challenges exist?

In small groups, spend 1� minutes exploring the sorts of questions Jesus may have asked 
himself before he gave his answer. Here are some clues: 

Examine the story more closely and ask what is being said and what is being missed 
out. Look at the context and the assumptions made and expected to be shared. Is it 
the whole story and if not, why not? Who has power, who has none and what does 
that say?

Look at the story and ask what the purpose of the accusation is. What is expected of 
him based on their presentation? How do these fit in with the claimed aims, the truth 
Jesus could surmise and his own views of the world? Does the outcome fit with the 
one implied by the accusers? Why not? Does the case actually support the accusers’ 
claimed position?

Now consider the consequences. Who suffers, who gains, who is untouched, who 
is punished, why is Jesus being involved, what does it do to him if he decides to join 
in, how does it affect his world/society? How do these answers change when the full 
story and the purposes behind its distortions are considered?

Finally, what sort of action is right? Should he go along with it anyway because it’s 
too difficult and dangerous to challenge? Why does the response need to reveal how 
compromised the accusers actually are? What else does Christ’s response reveal and 
why does it have the effect is has?

Write your findings on a sheet of flipchart paper sand then take turns to share these with 
the rest of the groups.

Now, how can we do this in today’s world?

Part two – How can we apply these lessons to real life?
In your groups, using your new-found analytical skills, look at a couple of these examples:

Example 1
Here is a quote from a popular newspaper; 

“There	are	many	people	who	have	irresponsibly	had	several	children	and	
expect	to	be	able	to	live	in	ridiculously	large	houses	that	are	paid	for	by	tax-
payers.	These	houses	are	not	only	huge;	they	are	in	parts	of	our	cities	where	
ordinary	people	cannot	afford	to	live	with	rents	well	beyond	the	reach	of	
families	on	even	above	average	incomes.	This	is	not	fair	on	hard-working	tax	
payers	like	us.”

Note; the accusations appear to be clear and the implications are also quite explicit, even 
if they are not spelled out here. But what will your analysis reveal? Here are some clues:

‘Family’ means there are children involved, and the implications are that we should 
not delve that deep, as we might realise that we are advocating a policy where 
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children should live in overcrowding and squalor in order to satisfy our sense of self-
righteousness and indication.

‘Tax-payer’ implies that the people living in this house do not pay taxes, but in real 
terms, low-paid workers still pay a higher rate of tax on their incomes than wealthy 
people do.

Where does the cost of the housing actually go? Into the pockets of the family? No, it 
goes to a private landlord who is enjoying the fruits of a highly inflated rental market. 
Does he have no responsibility here?

Have a go at rewriting the story to present the situation in a different light.

Example 2
Watch the video clip from the Action Week DVD about night shelters, which tells Craig’s 
story.

What do you think when you see someone like Craig in the street, the park or in a 
cafe? How do you react to that person?

Why did the night shelter make such a difference to him?

Are there things you can do to make people like Craig feel welcome and valued in 
your church or your neighbourhood?

Example 3
Watch the video clip from the Action Week DVD about how Church Action on Poverty 
helped people in debt to challenge the lender who was exploiting them.

People on low incomes are often blamed for getting into debt. But the story shows 
how people have no other choice. Is it right that people with no other choice should 
be forced to pay the highest rates of interest? Is it right that some people have to 
borrow money just to feed their families?

Some churches respond to this problem by offering financial advice to help people 
manage their debts. How does that compare to this approach? What is the best way 
of tackling an oppressive, unjust situation?

The director of the lending company became an ally of the campaign. How do you 
think his attitudes and opinions have been changed by actually meeting and working 
with his customers?
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Offertory and collections
Part of the aim of Action Week is to support the work of tackling poverty 
and homelessness done by the Action Week partners (Church Action 
on Poverty, Housing Justice and Scottish Churches Housing Action). For 
that purpose, we ask you to include a collection as part of your service.

How to raise funds

There are two simple ways of doing this:

Donate the proceeds of your usual collection.

Hold a ‘Cup of Tea’ collection by asking people to donate £1 for a cup of 
tea or coffee after the service.

Whichever method you choose, you can use the fundraising resources 
we’ve supplied at the end of this pack to maximise your impact. There’s 
a form which members of the congregation can use to make Gift Aid 
declarations and increase the value of their donation. And there’s a 
submission form you can use to return your donations to us, so that we can 
record it and send you a thankyou certificate to display in church.

The difference you can make

Every penny donated during Action Week makes a difference. Your support is vital is to 
our work speaking up for people living with poverty, homelessness and bad housing.

We need you to communicate that message to the rest of your congregation. Please 
include in your service a story which highlights the difference your church can make by 
supporting our work. The video clips from the Action Week prayer calendar or DVD are 
ideal for this purpose - see page 3 for more ideas on how to use them in your worship.

If you wish, you could also ask the Action Week partners to supply extra publicity 
materials about our work – or even invite us to send a speaker or preacher to your 
service. Contact details for all of the partners are listed at the end of this document.

Raising funds for local projects

Action Week is also a brilliant way of supporting night shelters and other local projects 
working with people in poverty or homelessness. You could hold a �0/�0 collection 
– one half goes to the Action Week partnership; the other half goes to a local project. 

If supporting a local project, you may like to collect goods as well as money. Before you 
begin collecting, always ask them what sort of goods they would find useful. Previous 
collections have included:

alarm clocks;

sleeping bags and fleeces;

toiletries;

chocolate; 

items for starter packs. 

If you have an offertory procession in your service, you could include the donated items.
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Suggested hymns
These can be found in most church hymn books:

Amen, amen, it shall be so
As a tree planted
As the light upon the river
Awake from your slumber (City of God)
Beauty for brokenness
Brother, sister, let me serve you
Christ be our light
Christ’s is the world’s true light
For the fruits of all creation
For the healing of the nations
God is love, his the care
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
Here in this place (Gather us in)
He’s a most unusual  man
I, the Lord of sea and sky (Here I am, 
Lord)
I will speak out for those who have no 
voices
Inspired by love and anger
Let me be your servant
Look around you (Kyrie eleison)
Lord God, your love has called us here
Make me a channel of your peace
O Lord, all the world belongs to you


























Oh the Earth is the Lord’s
Put peace in each other’s hands
Sent by the Lord am I
Tell out my soul
That’s why we’re here
The God of Heaven is present on Earth
The Kingdom
The Kingdom of God (Taizé chant)
The right hand of God is writing in our 
land
The voice of God goes out to all the 
world
We cannot own the sunlit sky
We have a dream
We shall overcome (with additional 
verses: homelessness will end, poverty 
will cease...)
What does the Lord require?
Whatsoever you do
When I needed a neighbour, were you 
there?
When Jesus saw the fishermen
Will you come and follow me?
You are salt for the Earth (bring forth 
the Kingdom of God)

























The following can be found in ‘Common Ground’ (St Andrew Press, 1998):

Abundant life
Christ’s is the world (a touching place)
Great God, your love
Heaven shall not wait
Jesus Christ is waiting
Lord Jesus Christ, lover of all (as 
response to testimonies or prayers)








Love is the touch
O Lord hear my prayer
O Lord, the clouds are gathering
There’s a spirit in the air
Till all the jails are empty
You shall go out with joy








These are in ‘Hunger for Justice’ (Christian Aid, 2004):
Ascribe greatness to our God, the Rock
Be the hands of Jesus
Blest are the poor
Could I bring you words
God is love, let Heaven adore him
God’s spirit is in my heart
God of day and God of darkness
Hark the glad sound, the Saviour comes
Heaven shall not wait











Our burden is heavy
Praise with joy the world’s Creator
Teach us how to walk in your footsteps
The Kingdom of God is mercy and 
grace
This we can do for justice
We bring you, Lord
We hear your cry, Lord
Who can sound the depths of sorrow
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Final reflection: Not rushing to judgement
Revd Nick Jowett offers some closing thoughts about our Bible passage, 
John 8.

There	are	many	questions	surrounding	this	famous	story	of	the	woman	brought	
to	Jesus	for	judgement.	Why	is	the	passage	missing	from	the	earliest	manuscripts	
of	John’s	Gospel?	Why,	if	adultery	has	been	committed,	is	the	male	partner	in	the	
crime	not	also	hauled	before	Jesus?	How	could	Jesus	possibly	know	whether	the	
accusation	was	true?	And	what	did	Jesus	write	on	the	ground?	

You	can	attempt	answers	to	these	questions:	Perhaps	the	early	Christians	were	
unhappy	about	Jesus’	apparent	unwillingness	to	condemn	adultery,	and	so	the	
story	wasn’t	incorporated	into	a	canonical	gospel	until	much	later.	Perhaps	Jesus’s	
opponents	knew	of	his	unusual	respect	for	women	and	his	willingness	to	forgive	
sexual	sin.	Perhaps	the	accusers	had	produced	a	witness.	These	are	all	possible	
answers	to	the	questions,	but	the	one	thing	we	have	no	idea	about	at	all	is	what	
Jesus	wrote	in	the	sand.	The	most	one	can	say	is	that	Jesus	is	playing	for	time,	
and	perhaps	–	vitally	–	letting	the	situation	cool	down	from	its	potentially	violent	
outcome.	He	doesn’t	want	anyone	to	rush	to	judgement.

Do	we	rush	to	judgement?	Yes,	of	course	we	do	–	many	times	each	day.	We	
already	know	beforehand,	on	the	skimpiest	of	evidence,	what	we	think	about	our	
neighbours,	about	work	colleagues,	about	the	people	we	read	about	in	the	papers	
or	see	on	TV	and	internet,	and	again	and	again	our	prejudices	are	miraculously	
confirmed.	One	over-simplification	that	many	have	is	that	the	poor	are	essentially	
to	blame	for	their	own	plight.	But	just	think	of	someone	you	used	to	despise	and	
condemn,	and	then	how	much	your	judgement	changed	when	you	really	got	to	
know	them;	and	ask	yourself,	about	poor	people	or	any	group	of	people	you	lump	
together	in	judgement,	‘How	much	don’t	I		know	about	them?’
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Dale House, 3� Dale Street,  
Manchester  M1 2HF 
0161 236 �321 
info@church-poverty.org.uk 
www.church-poverty.org.uk 
Registered charity number: 107��86

South London Mission, Central Hall,  
2�6 Bermondsey Street, London SE1 
3UJ 
020 3��� 80��  
info@housingjustice.org.uk 
www.housingjustice.org.uk 
Registered charity number: 2��666

�� Hanover St, Edinburgh EH2 2DR 
0131 �77 ��00 
info@churches-housing.org 
www.churches-housing.org 
Registered charity: SC02221�

Contact the Action Week partners
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Sponsors and partners

 
Ealing Soup Kitchen 

St Stephen’s Church and Centre,  
St Stephen’s Road, Ealing,  

London W13 8HB 
www.ststephens-ealing.org/ 

ealing-soup-kitchen.html

 
London Churches Group  

for Social Action 

 
The Methodist Church 

www.methodist.org.uk

 
 Quaker Housing Trust 

Friends House, 173–177 Euston 
Road, London NW1 2BJ 

www.qht.org.uk

 
Southwark & London Diocesan 

Housing Association 
Borough High St, London SE1 

1HW 
www.southwark.anglican.org/

sldha

 
 The United Reformed Church 

86 Tavistock Place,  
London WC1H 9RT  

www.urc.org.uk/what_we_do/
mission/vision2020

The Action Week partnership would like to thank our partners and 
sponsoring organisations, who make Poverty & Homelessness Action 
Week possible by providing financial and practical support:



donations form
Use this form to increase the value of donations made at 
your Cup of Tea appeal, or any other fundraising event.

Whether you raise £2, £20 or £200, every pound you raise will help 
transform the lives of people experiencing poverty and homelessness. To 
help us get even more from your donations, please ask all the donors to 
read the Gift Aid statement and tick the box on the form below.

Church or group:  _________________

Contact name:  ___________________

Address:  ________________________

________________________________

________________________________

The Action Week partners need the information requested below in order to receive an extra 2�p for every 
£1 given, at no extra cost to you. All you need to do is check that your donors agree with the Gift Aid 
declaration* overleaf and ensure that they fill out all the boxes below.

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

     Total £ .    



Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

Title      Forename      Surname  

House no/name     Postcode   Date given  D D M M Y Y  
Amount given £ .    Gift Aid* 

     Total £ .    

Please	return	all	completed	forms	together	with	a	cheque,	payable	to	’Poverty	&	Homelessness	Action	Week’,	to:

Church Action on Poverty, Dale House, 35 Dale Street, Manchester M1 2HF (Registered charity no 1079986)
or

South London Mission, Central Hall, 256 Bermondsey Street, London SE1 3UJ (Registered charity no 294666)

* Gift Aid declaration
Make your gift worth 2� per cent more, at no cost to you.
I want all donations made to the Action Week partnership in the past four years, and any donations  
I make in the future, to be Gift Aided until I notify you otherwise. 
To qualify for Gift Aid, you must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax for each tax year (6 April to � April) that is at 
least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that you donate to will reclaim on 
your gifts for that tax year. Other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify.



OR

“Come in – have a cup of tea!”  
A phrase of welcome and hospitality ...  
the opposite of casting stones

On Homelessness Sunday or Poverty Action Sunday 2013, 
your church can make a real difference.
Homelessness Sunday is 27 January 2013. Poverty Action Sunday is 3 
February 2013. On one of these days, we invite church members and 
their friends to share a cup of tea or coffee and make a small donation (we 
suggest £1 per cup) to the work of Church Action on Poverty and Housing 
Justice. Fairtrade preferred!
All funds raised will be used to support grassroots projects and national 
campaigns, challenging the demonisation of people experiencing poverty 
and homelessness. 

Please support us on Homelessness Sunday or Poverty 
Action Sunday in 2013. 

For worship resources and our special 
prayer calendar, visit  
www.actionweek.org.uk

We held a collection in Poverty & Homelessness Action Week 
2013, and raised £_____________ 

Name of contact (please print):   ________________________

Name of church (please print):  _________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

____________________________ Postcode:  ________________

Signed:  ____________________ Date:  ____________________
Please make cheques payable to Poverty & Homelessness Action Week,  
and return this form to:

Dale House, 35 Dale Street, 
Manchester M1 2HF 
Registered charity no 1079986

South London Mission, 
Central Hall, 256 Bermondsey 
Street, London SE1 3UJ 
Registered charity no 294666





Order form for resources  
for 2013

Use this form to request any additional resources you need for your service. 
Remember, you can download all these resources at www.actionweek.org.uk!

	 Bumper	packs	@	£20		
(worship	guide,	DVD	of	video	clips,	50	prayer	cards,	50	support	leaflets,	five	posters)		

	 Standard	packs	@	£10		
(worship	guide,	DVD,	prayer	card,	poster)	

	 Worship	guides	@	£2.50		
(service	ideas	for	Homelessness	Sunday	and	Poverty	Action	Sunday,	prayer	card,	poster)

	 Packs	of	50	prayer	cards	and	50	free	support	leaflets	@	£5.50		

	 Packs	of	five	A3	posters	@	£3.50		

	 Single	A3	posters	@	£1.00	

I enclose a donation of £  for the organisers of Action Week.

I want all donations made to the Action Week organisers in the past four years, and any 
donations I make in the future, to be Gift Aided until I notify you otherwise.  
To qualify for Gift Aid, you must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax for each tax year (6 April to � April) that 
is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that you donate to will 

reclaim on your gifts for that tax year. Other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify.

Total amount enclosed: £ 

Please	note	that	some	resources	may	not	be	available	until	October	2012,	and	allow	14	days	for	
delivery.

Name and delivery address

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Postcode

Telephone   Email  
 
Denomination  Church or organisation 

I enclose a cheque payable to 'Poverty and Homelessness Action Week'

I would like to pay by credit or debit card (Visa, Delta, CAFcard or Mastercard only) 

Card number     

Security number (last three digits on back of card)   

Start date /  Expiry date /    

Issue number (if any)    Signature  

Card-holder name and address (if different from delivery address) 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Postcode

Return your completed order form to one of the Action Week partners: 
Church	Action	on	Poverty,	Dale	House,	35	Dale	Street,	Manchester	M1	2HF	
Housing	Justice,	South	London	Mission,	Central	Hall,	256	Bermondsey	Street,	London	SE1	3UJ
Scottish	Churches	Housing	Action,	44	Hanover	St,	Edinburgh	EH2	2DR	













26 January – 3 February 2013

Action Week includes Homelessness 
Sunday and Poverty Action Sunday. 
Download free worship  
and fundraising resources at 

www.actionweek.org.uk

Can you 
cast  
the first 
stone?
Jesus said, “Let anyone  
of you who is without sin  
be the first to cast  
a stone at her.” (John 8:7)
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